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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

JULY 28th – FOURTH SUNDAY 
AUGUST 25th – FOURTH SUNDAY PICNIC
SEPT 22nd - FOURTH SUNDAY
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts
Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers:

President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary– Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email – basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 

            Mary Perva 517-618-7008

Stan Johnson 248-746-0520


            Email- mmisterjay@comcast.net           

            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187


Email- bigduke@comcast.net
 

[image: image6.wmf]
ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com
Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is two fold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and deserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  
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From the prez:

Well the bird fair is over and I just have to say this, YEEEEEEHAAAAAAAAW, it was better than even I could have EVER imagined!  All the help we had was wonderful even though the set-up time was short you guys really stepped up and got things done.  Used cages unloaded, raffle set-up and vendors moved in like greased lightning.  The hall was full and people came through the door, this was my main concern getting the public into the fair and they came.  The raffles got set-up in record time and we were able to start selling tickets shortly after one raffle finished.  The vendors and the club members as well as the public loved the food at the hall it was fantastic we actually cleaned out the concession stand of everything but pop and water.  The gentleman running it, (and I do mean running literally too) was amazed that he sold out.  Even though we only had two months to get this together after cancelling our April date it all came together and that was because the efforts of the club itself.  All of you pitched in and got the word out and were there when we needed you, this is why we were able to pull it off.  There is only one complaint I have and that is, I only won one thing from the raffle, I mean its not like I didn’t buy tickets but there I was left out in the cold again.  Oh well I’ll just try again next year.  Anyway I just wanted to say thank you for the great job all of you did at the fair. There are those who can’t help at the fair but they support our monthly raffles and the club in other ways all through the year.  Believe me when I say, this also helps with the fair whether you realize it or not everything every club member does helps us make everything we do a success.  From the fair to the many other events we do the club participation all years is critical to making every event a success.  So give yourselves a big high five for a job well done.  YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!

P.S.  July is the bag-it-bingo meeting bring something conceal it any way you want and be prepared to have fun.  Maybe this year somebody else can be the target, I won’t give you any suggestions but Celeste or Steve are good substitutes, just sayin’. 

                                     Until Next Time

                                        Your Prez
                                            Dave
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     Voice   of the Veep



It was no small feat but we succeeded!  Our bird fair was last month and it was a resounding success; due in no small part to all of you, the club members.  From the evening prior to the fair to the day of the fair everything went smoothly.  In spite of the fact we had less than three months to get the word out about the date and venue change, it was a very successful fair.


Thank you to everybody who helped load the U-Haul® truck Saturday evening, the crew that showed up at 6:00 am to unload the truck and set up the raffle.  To all of you that assisted during the day and after the fair moving vendors out and breaking down; we want to extend a thank you.  We also have to give accolades the JCAP (Junior Civil Air Patrol) troop that was there from dawn to finish and all their help.  Special Thanks should go to Annette and Patrick Ballard for arranging the JCAP crew to be there.


The VFW Post was also quite impressed by our fair and surprised slightly by our appetite (the snack bar sold out of everything.)  Things went so well we have secured the hall for next year on the same date.  Doing this will allow us to promote the fair for an entire year, rather than two months; hopefully increasing public attendance.  The VFW post also said they will be more prepared for the large appetites of the bird fair.

Thank you and congratulations to everyone.



Remember we’re playing Bag-it-bingo this month so come to the meeting and be prepared to have a good time

.

                                        Your Veep

                                            Steve 
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BIRD SHOWS A BIG HIT
We have recently staged many senior educational shows at numerous retirement communities and senior centers.  Our club received many accolades and smiles from the residents and other guests in attendance.  We also want to say “thank you” to the retirement homes for the generous donations to our rescue for staging the shows  

Our bird shows are lots of fun and great fund raisers for our rescue.  If you have never attended one of our shows come and join us and see what all fun is about.  Even if you can’t bring your bird you can still assist us with the show, everyone is welcome.

[image: image20.wmf]                                     Out and About                                    With Pookie
There have been many discussions and much consternation between the research, editorial and opinion departments here at Bird Droppings lately.  These issues have all been about toys; the different types, which are the best, the most fun, the most challenging?  The answer that we have arrived at is; there is no one single correct answer but there were many conclusions. 


The Cockatoos and Macaws on staff looking into “indestructible Acrylic Toys” determined that there was no such thing as an indestructible toy.  They did approve of the acrylic foraging toys, especially when they were full of tasty treats.  The African Grays, Amazons, Eclectus and other similar sized parrots preferred chewable toys that they could shred. Smaller parrots also enjoyed toys that are easy to shred; the ones that were mentioned most often were newspaper and cardboard boxes.  I personally have to agree with this assessment; an empty cardboard box is one of the best toys made.

Sparky, JB and I have located and claimed a multitude of empty boxes scattered around our home.  The empty ones in the back rooms are my favorites they originally came with computers or other merchandize but were stored by Steve just in case they were needed for something.  Well, we needed them for ourselves.  Wiggling around to the back sides of the boxes we chewed bird sized access holes in the boxes and can now use them as hiding spaces.  These spaces are used to enhance Steve’s foraging experience when he needs to locate us in a hurry.  Hiding quietly inside of a box while Steve is running around the house in a panic is an excellent way for him to enjoy the healthy activities of bending, lifting and exploring.  JB likes to stealthily sit inside of boxes and charge out and attack bare feet and socks.  It is always delightful to watch Steve dancing across the room while doing a fast foot shuffle.  We know he enjoys these activities because he has enclosed other treasures inside some of the boxes.  Some of the things we’ve found inside of the treasure boxes are pellets, Nutriberries®, cardboard and Styrofoam blocks.  Styrofoam can be chewed into little pellets and scattered around like snow and has some of the best toy properties.  It’s hard to pick up, it sticks to just about everything and has a half-life longer than most radioactive materials.  Styrofoam scattered about the kitchen will continue to be found for months after it was chewed.

Don’t be afraid to chew into that cardboard box on the floor; it’s great fun and rewarding. 

                    Chirps and Squawks

                           Pookie  
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Rambling with            Rambo
          Hi all my fine friends.

Before I start this month’s Ramblings, here is a note from Michael.

I wish to offer all of you non-feathered friends a sincere Congratulations, and Thank You. Congratulations on the Amazing Job you all did at our annual fair.  You all pulled together, worked hard, and made this year’s annual Bird Fair a success.  There are too many of you to thank individually.  So, please know I’m speaking to each of you personally. I also want to offer a warm sincere “Thank You” to everyone, for making me feel welcome.  This is the first of our events I’ve spent the entire day working with all of you. And I want to offer a special, sincere “Thank You” to very special person who was happy to tell everyone about me.  This person makes me feel like family. You know who you are. All of you ALWAYS make me feel welcome and wanted. It truly was fun to be with you all.  All the excitement made the day fly by. While I was working the admission’s desk, I saw all our visitors leaving happy.  Many commented about how wonderful the fair was.  I saw many, many young people – children – ecstatic over seeing the colorful birds, and thrilled about having their faces painted.  The Spider Man face was awesome. There were even some birds I have never seen before.

Ok, so now onto this month’s Ramblings.

What happened?  My column was not in the last “Bird Droppings”.  Did I forget to send it?  Was it that bad?   Ok, no problem!  I will just resend it. This way I can tell you how much Michael enjoyed the fair.

      I’ve been thinking about our adventures, and outings.  Think about the different places our humans take us.  Some of you get to go more places than others.  Some of you are much more willing to go out with your people than others.  I hate my travel box.  So I’m not as willing to go out, as some of you.  

Maybe if I had a different travel box, or a leash, I would be more willing to go with Michael.  He has been talking about getting these for me. He said I really need a travel size cage.  Also, with a travel size cage, I can go out in the sunshine.

Hey look what just arrived at the door.  It is a NEW travel cage.  Oh wow, it is one of those big fold up cages.  Oh, I like this.  It has lots of room and I can see out.  Daddy put it together, and took me out on our deck.  We hung out there for a little while, in the warm sunshine, and then came in. When Michael brought me in, he sat this cage down, and opened the door.  Hey wait a minute. I like new cage.  I want to play in here for a little while.

Oh yes, I was talking about our adventures.  Most of these are fun, once we get there.  Our meetings are always fun. I have to tell you what happened at our last meeting.  Daddy thought he could trust me to stay out of trouble, while he went outside for my play stand.  When he opens my box, I usually sit there up of it, and wait for him.  Well not this time.  As daddy was going toward the door, I was squawking my head off. I decided to hop down onto the floor, and go after him.  Before I could get in any trouble, or get hurt, Miss Lanah came to my rescue.  I stepped up onto her finger real nice.  Then I bit her hand. “I’m sorry I hurt you.  I do not know you. You scared me.  But I did let you put me back on my box.”

Daddy was back soon to protect me.   This was an interesting little adventure.  This is the first time I ever stepped up onto someone’s finger.

Let’s get back to those other adventures we have. It’s also great fun visiting those children, and sad old people.  And think about our Bird Shows, and upcoming Special Bird Fair.   BUT, there is always the chance our people will be taking us to THAT PLACE!!  You know the one I mean.  Yes that one, THE VET’S OFFICE.  Daddy is playing some music.  The song is something about a guy who thinks he’s a “Free Bird.” Now picture this, the sight of a big Macaw playing an ‘air guitar’, the Grays pounding the (air) drums, the cockatoos screaming the words – “Won’t you fly free bird..”,  while the rest of us are dancing.  That would be a real sight.  Imagine the noise we would make. Everywhere Michael goes he shows my picture.  He was at the bank the other day.  Every time he shows my newest picture, the girls there tell him to bring me in and visit them.  That would be fun.  He does take me into the pet store.  WOW, look at all those toys, and all that food. So while I’m looking outside, daddy is looking at a magazine. WHAT IS THAT?  A travel magazine!!

Oh no, I see that look in his eyes.  What crazy wild idea is he thinking now?  He turned his face to me.  I can’t believe what I’m hearing. “Rambo, we could take a little overnight trip together. We could go camping.  Really now, what is stopping us?  You will be safe in your outdoor cage.  Besides, mother won’t have to watch you.  She can go away, and so can we.  We have wasted too many beautiful days at home. What do you think about this, Rambo?  Daddy can get you a new leash.” I’m thinking, “You are out of your mind.  Parrots don’t go Camping.”  Then daddy says, “Sure we can.  We’ll take a little overnight trip.  It will only be 2 or 3 days.  Think how much fun it will be.  You can meet new people. They will love your colors, and antics.  And, you will probably be the only parrot in the campground.”  I think to myself, “Ok, it would be fun to see those people’s reaction, when I start my morning ‘Wake Up’ screeching.  What would they think about my morning “Squawk, Squawk, Squawk, Good morning, I’m hungry, Good morning, Good morning, I’m Hungry?” “I still say, Michael, you’re out of your mind.  I’m sure our friends will also think so.  Daddy his gone mad.  Just because he wants to have new adventures, don’t include me.”

Since daddy is going new things lately, and I now have a travel cage, he may actually make me go camping.  For a long time Michael has been talking about doing something called Base Jumping.  “Daddy, have you gone insane? Whatever that is, it sounds scary.  I will stay on solid ground with Mommy, thank you.”

Wow, the thought of all this excitement has me worn out.  I need a nap.  I hope you all enjoyed this crazy ‘tail’.  So all my friends,

                                  Remember, have fun,
                                      be good, and as always

                                       Macaws Rule

                                                 Rambo.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to:

LEO FENNELLY                                  AUG. 7
JEAN JEDRZEJEK


AUG. 9

KATHE COTE                                   AUG. 14

LINDA MCCARTHY

AUG. 17

PAM PEMBERTON                          AUG. 17

CHARLES BIEBUYCK                     AUG. 18

SUSAN JENISON                             AUG 20

SUSIE JANKOWSKI                       AUG. 26

JORDAN MANAA                            AUG. 27

MOLLY CHINERY                           AUG. 28
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DON’T FORGET THE PICNIC!
Next month is our annual picnic at Garden City Park, Cherry Hill and Merriman.  Enter the park from Cherry Hill and follow the road around until you see Dave and Tammy at the large pavilion.  Remember we are moving the location of our picnic from the pavilion on the north side of the park to the large pavilion at the east end by the restrooms.

The Club is providing the meat and everyone is to bring items to pass and your own beverage (there will be a cooler with water and ice.) It is also recommended that you leave your pets at home for this event unless they are used to being outside in the wind and weather.  Wings’ being clipped is a must and smaller lighter birds should stay home, we don’t want any accidental fly offs. The picnic is from 10ish until we’re tired of each other’s company.
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BITS from BABY
Howdy all my Rainbow Feathered Friends, this your roving reporter Baby with the latest update from the club.

 Well June was a busy one for us with nine programs.  July is going to be a snap with only three. We all need to catch our breath and now is the time to do it gang.

THE RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB 16TH ANNUAL BIRD FAIR was a great big success with all who attended, club members, visitors and vendors alike. Thanks for all the help gang you all did a great job.  I wish I was able to be there but Duke told me all about it. 

That’s all for now, more to come next month.

                         Till next month,
                              your friend 
                                 Baby
>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><><><

BAG-IT-BINGO
This month is “Bag-it-Bingo” month and “Bag-it-Bingo” is a blast.  For those of you who haven’t experienced this event it’s easy; just bring an inexpensive gift wrapped in a paper bag (like something from a dollar store or a re-gifted item).  We then play Bingo for the wrapped gifts, but you can’t open them yet.  After all the bags and gifts have been picked bingo winners get to start “stealing” gifts from other winners, When this ends we open our surprises at the same time, some of them will be very nice and some of them may turn out to be zonks. Which one will you get?  Be sure to join us for a great time.






                   



This rescue was different than the rest because of its location; it was a pet/fish/nursery/ gift shop in a city called Roseville.  They were called to pick up a Blue and Gold Macaw named Jack.  Now Jack was left there by his former owner and the store owners and personnel could not handle Jack or even go near him they were all afraid of him.  Of course he knew this and had a field day intimidating everyone that got within the proximity of his cage.  As they were introduced to him he gave Ranger Dave a strange look as he lifted his hand and ordered him to step up.  So unnerved by his actions he could do nothing but comply but then something else happened he began to scratch his head, something he had not had for a while and he liked it.  All were amazed but Ranger Steve, (knowing birds one knows that sometimes all they need is love, wow, great title for a song don’t you think)  and Ranger Steve knew.  He could tell by Ranger Dave’s pained expression that his nails were beyond sharp and they both noticed his one wing wasn’t right.  They said it was injured a while ago but this would turn out not to be the case. So with bird safely squared away they were off and during a routine wing trimming they noticed the real problem with his wing.  He had a large growth under his wing that he had been picking at so off to the vet he went.  Jack underwent surgery to have the growth removed and all went well.  Now like many of our stories that have a happy ending, this one doesn’t have one.  About two and a half weeks later jack crossed the Rainbow Bridge to a better existence.  One where he would be able to fly freely and receive the kind of treatment he got for the last two and a half weeks of his life for eternity.  Now both the Rangers hope to see Jack again but this time he will look like he should have when they picked him up and see a happy magnificent Blue and Gold Macaw.  I am sure they will and he will give them a big thanks for caring so much and being who, they are THE RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!

Stay tuned for our next exciting adventure Shades of Gray in Dearborn!!!
           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image13.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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

















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

 Rainbow Feathers has monthly bird etiquette but many have asked me if we have anything that addresses people behavior.  I researched and found that many clubs do have something like this and many have a Sergeant of Arms, (which we really do not need).  So I asked and one of the club members came up with this and I thought it was very good.

· Treat all club members and visitors with respect.
· Refrain from spreading rumors, hurtful or negative things.
· The monthly meetings are the proper place for voicing suggestions or concerns.
· If you have an idea please tell us, everything we do has come from club members and every idea has value.
· There is not one club member who is of more value than another we are all important members of the club.
· Be mindful that you are our club’s representative and that your words and actions reflect on the club as a whole.
· Finally as with any organization no one is entitled to create dissention among the club members.
This is only because we are growing and many have asked me what the “people rules” are at the many events we do.  Many of us call this our bird club family or as I like to call us “a pleasantly insane group of people”.  Hey, we have birds so we have to be a little nuts, right?  So let’s continue the great thing we have now and in the future.
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       Rescue update

It’s been another successful and busy month for our rescue efforts.  This month we found new homes for a Sun Conure, Cockatiel, Cockatoo and an Eclectus. All of these birds went to their new homes with cages, food and toys.

Everyone in our club should be proud of themselves.  It is your donations and participation in the club’s monthly raffles and events that have made our rescue the success that it is.  Kudos and thanks to all of you for your help, keep up the great work.  
*RESCUE PROCEDURE*
There is a proper procedure for turning a bird into the rescue and we must do our best to follow it.  Any time a bird is to be surrendered to our rescue Dave, Steve, Tammy, Mary or Stan must be contacted first so proper arrangements can be made.  Rainbow Feathers Bird Club and Rescue can not take responsibility for any birds that have not followed this procedure.  If you have elected to take in someone’s unwanted bird or if you have been offered a “free” bird please be aware that you will have to assume the full cost of veterinary care yourself.
Avast ye Mates
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CAPTAINS CORNER

Well it seems that our pet humans need a lesson in weather 101 and that is PAY ATTENTION TO THE BIRD!!!!!!!  I say this because at the program in Frankenmuth they clearly ignored all the signs that we were giving.  Many of us were to put it mildly a little worked up.  Some of us wanted to stay in the safety of our carriers while others were very antsy and some were overly docile.  These were warning signs that the weather was about to go wrong very quickly.  Boy were we right!!  My pet human got an alert on that primitive thing he calls cell phone to a Tornado warning for the area.  That put them into high gear Sparky and J.B. thought they were part of the Indy 500 as we were loaded into the vehicles and they took off.  Now I could not see but I heard plenty about the sky and the odd colors and how the clouds seemed to be getting low.  They just missed the hail and fury of the storm and I do mean just.  Even Stella (Mother Nature to the rest of you) was dumbfounded at how they ignored the signs we gave off.  I had to remind her that after all they were human and it takes a little longer to train them than most animals.  So now a mass squawk has gone out over Squawker, (like Twitter but a little louder) to start educating them now so something like this does not happen in the future.  It’s going to be a challenge but we can train all of our pet humans but be persistent and some day they can say goodbye to the Weather Channel
                                     Cheers

                              Captain Morgan
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TALES OF BUSTER BROWN
Other than getting lost, there is another issue concerning Buster Brown.  I am not psychiatrist, however, I believe Buster to be an obsessive compulsive neurotic personality.  He obsesses about the destruction of objects and it is next to impossible to get his attention away from the object of his obsession. Or he has a huge oral fixation. Some will say that he is only trying to prove that he can make a nest out of anything to show that he is a good provider to his flock. Who knows?
 I will take him back to his cage to get him away from the object of his obsession; but, in his pigeon-toed waddle manner he will quickly find his way back.  I made an effort to put an old sweater or towel by my recliner which I call “the babysitter” to divert his attention away.  However, this works for short periods of time.  The good news is that the object of affection/obsession changes periodically.  First, there was a piece of molding in the kitchen that I could not keep him away from destroying.  He gave that up after a large slice of the wall was missing.  Next it was the kitchen rugs.  That ended after destroying three rugs. This obsession stopped with the purchase of the fourth rug.  I don’t think he liked this rug because of the black background. Or maybe after three he was ready to move on due to boredom.  Next came his incessant banging on the door that leads to the garage.  This could last for hours at a time.  He is tireless!! Then he started chewing on the sofa.  No matter how many times he is put back on his cage, he will go back time- and- time again with a look that says “you can’t stop me”.      To be fair, not all of his obsessions are destructive.  He will go into the study and crawl up the chair and watch for hours the people and the cars going by from my front window.  Another obsession to tell, Buster will go into my bedroom and stare for hours at the bed as if it is the monolith from 2001 A Space Odyssey.  The most recent behavior is the turning on and off of his TV that is mounted behind his cage.  When he does this he will laugh and say that he is so funny. Maybe he is bored and needs to get more involved with club activities.  Oh well, what will be the next obsession?  Time will only tell.  As, I always say, I love him anyway!
                                                Linda Brown
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WHAT A PROGRAM!!!

 We have done many programs all one has to do is look at the list of events but this one will stand out as a little more adventure than we would have liked.  It started out like any other day humid and warm but nothing looked threatening so it was a good day to go to Frankenmuth for a program.  This is one of the better places to do a program they have a nice room on the lower floor with plenty of space to not only stage the birds but for those attending the show.  As usual the room was full and the crowd was very receptive to the birds, in short they loved it.  Now it was time to pack up and head for home.  Well the first load was put into the car and all seemed to be ok when suddenly I got a weird alert sound on my phone. As I walked into the door way I brought it up and it said; a tornado warning has been issued for your area take cover now.  Tammy and I got downstairs and informed Steve of this message so with our last load and Steve all packed up we went out to our cars.  Steve quickly pointed out the very ominous wall cloud that was bearing down on the area and the sky was deep purple, almost black, and green and turquoise and thunder rumbled in the sky.  That is when the tornado sirens went off, then Steve and I saw the funnel that dropping from the sky.  It was time to go.  We had to drive back through downtown Frankenmuth as the storm bore down on us; people were looking skyward rather than taking cover as we drove hurriedly back to I-75.  You could see the clouds lowering and the sky became darker, that is when the rain started.  We were very lucky as we drove south we finally exited the storm and could breathe a sigh of relief.  In Frankenmuth they had golf ball size hail that cracked windows, windshields and covered the streets.  It was a very intense for a while and I hope we do not repeat it anytime soon!
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UP COMING 
EVENTS
July 27th     Senior Educational Show

              American House- Stone Building

                       3741 S. Adams Rd.

                 Rochester Hills, MI 48309

                      12:30PM Set-up

                       1:30PM Show

July 31st      Senior Educational Show

                    Oakmont Sterling

                     41155 Pond View Dr.

                  Sterling Heights, MI 48314

                     1:00PM Set-up

                     2:00PM Show

Aug 10th   Pet Emporium Pet Fest

Aug 11th  Washtenaw County Fairgrounds

               5055 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.

                  Ann Arbor, MI 48103

             No Set-up times at this time

          Runs 10:00 am to 6:00 pm Both Days

Aug.12th          Senior Show

                   Independence Village

                                 Of

                         Grand Ledge

                    4775 Village Dr.

                 Grand Ledge, MI 48837-8107

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show
                  Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

Aug 16th            Noon to 8PM

Aug 17th            10AM to 8 PM

Aug 18th            11 AM to 6PM

          More details will be posted

           as they become available

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

Sept 7th  Society of Canary and Finch
                              Breeders

                              Bird Fair

                   $3.00 Adm. 9AM to 4 PM

                     Livonia Elks Lodge #2246

                       31117 Plymouth Rd.

                         Livonia, MI 48150
***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***
Sept 14th                   Highland Hey Days

Sept 15th         2013 Fall Family Festival

               11:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday

               11:00 AM to 4:00 PM on Sunday

       Livingston Road in Downtown Highland

We will be arriving around 9:00 AM on Saturday to set-up and Tearing down on Sunday after the fair. (Show times are just estimates from last year.)

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

Sept 17th             Senior Show

                   Independence Village

                                 Of

                         Brighton Way

                    7700 Nemco Way

                 Brighton,  MI 48116-9442

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show
Sept 20th            Senior Show

                      Stonegate Health

                     2525 Demille Blvd.

                     Lapeer, MI 48446

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show

Sept 21st           Educational Show

                  White Lake Township Library

                       7527 Highland Rd.

                   White Lake, MI 48383 

                       10:00 am Set-up

                       11:00 am Show

Sept. 23rd       Senior Show

                 American House East II

                  18760 13 Mile Rd.

                  Roseville, MI 48066

                      12:00PM Set-up

                       1:00PM Show

Oct 5th          Motor City Bird Breeders

                                   Bird Fair

                  $4.00 Adm. 10AM to 4:30PM

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***  

Oct. 26th            Guardians for Animals

Oct. 27th                 Pet Expo

            More information will be following

 Our monthly meeting will have to be moved 

        to the 20th of October for this event.

                             PET EXPO
Nov.15th              11am to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

      *****2014*****

Yes we truly have booked a show for 2014
April 22nd    Library Educational Show

    2014         Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show
***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 *****Our Club Has a Booth at This Event*****

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

***NOTE******NOTE******NOTE***

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *


A few of our scheduled events have been canceled at the last minute by the group staging the event.  If you do not regularly participate in the shows but plan on attending please call Steve (734-513-0030) to make sure the event is still a go.  

******NOTE******NOTE******NOTE******
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How to find an avian veterinarian

By Don J. Harris,DVM
One of the first responsibilities you have as a pet owner is obtaining quality medical care for your bird. The process of finding a qualified veterinarian, who is educated, trained and experienced in treating birds, is often more difficult than you initially might think. Perseverance and some good common sense on your part can result in finding a veterinarian who is skilled in treating your bird. 

Here are some methods you can use.

Yellow Pages
 While this may be the easiest method, an ad in the yellow pages does not necessarily qualify the practitioner to treat your bird. The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) allows the term “specialist” by only those veterinarians who have fulfilled certain defined criteria in that specialty. Beyond that, yellow page ads can reflect marketing skills more than veterinary competence.

Association Rosters
 Many pet owners check association rosters for qualified veterinarians. For example, the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners (ABVP) is a veterinary certifying organization that requires its members to prove competence in order to belong. Within ABVP, there is the “Avian Practice” category of specialization. Veterinarians who complete this certification process are recognized by the AVMA as true specialists. These individuals are identified by the title ABVP, Avian Practice, DVM behind their names. Generally, bird owners can trust these practitioners to provide competent care for their birds.

Pet Suppliers’ Recommendations
 
Pet retail stores or breeders will often recommend a veterinarian they work with on a regular basis. Their recommendations may be based on positive experiences with this particular veterinarian’s care and treatment. On the other hand, pet suppliers occasionally have relationships with veterinarians based on discounted services in exchange for referrals. While this business relationship is not in itself bad, bird owners should be advised to verify the veterinarian’s credentials.

Word-of-Mouth Recommendations
 
This is one of the best ways of finding a competent avian veterinarian. If a veterinarian’s own clients are making recommendations, there must be a reason why.

Unfortunately, these personal recommendations are not always available, especially if you recently moved into the area and don’t know anyone to ask.

Colleague Recommendations
 
This is probably the best and most consistently reliable method, but it demands a little sleuthing on your part. Here are the steps you can follow:

• Identify and call veterinarians in the yellow pages who

DO NOT claim to be avian specialists.

• Call to ask if they will see your bird. If they agree, thank them and move on.

• If they decline, ask whom they would recommend.

• Continue this process until you get enough answers to form a consensus. The veterinarian whose name was recommended the most often is the veterinarian most recognized by his colleagues for competence with exotic birds. 
Congratulations! Through hard work and some common sense, you may have found just the right veterinarian for you and your bird.

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem©
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment
DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060
http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*




    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489
                        [image: image14.wmf]
	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

zoomed.com


Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road
Milford, MI 48380
248-684-0468
Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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BITE ME BIRD TOYS


Tony & Edie Riojas


4593 Howell Rd, Otter Lake, MI 48464

1-810-793-2093

bitemebirdtoys.com


NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.


17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076


248-557-7773


ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.


509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-451-2870


SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.


1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170


734-453-6930


Fax:  734-453-7127


M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4


WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL


29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314


586-751-3350


OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP


1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302


248-334-6877


     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES


Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages


1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154


734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/

SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL


Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.


13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195


734-248-9122


ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER


24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375


248-348-1788


265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307


248-651-1788


Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day


7 Days a Week


www.theanimalemergencycenter.com


		MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS

Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot


paraphernalia

                         Cheryl Hitter


                          734-422-2804

             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*








		

[image: image1.emf]



		    Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” •

 Square or Rectangle cuts

PayPal plus Shipping available • Priced for 100 sheets 

White cover weight paper • Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size

248.438.6572

               littlemancageliners@yahoo.com

Visit us on 

Facebook and Blogger!

                             little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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What are you really feeding your bird?
Visit BirdFoodFactscom to find out.

How nutritious is the food in your bird’s food cup? To
find out, visit BirdFoodFacts.com. This website offers an
objective nutritional analysis based on protein, fat, fiber
and moisture. Choose from hundreds of food items most

common in a companion bird’s diet.

Finet 1t answers for IMpROve Qvian Heciin and rusison,

l I i3
- s T oo

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutrifional Products, Inc. Al rights reserved. © 2011

Premium Nutritional Products
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 CREATIONS                 


 BY MARY KAY PERVA

        734-207-0489
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		UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES


VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT


zoomed.com





Veterinary Care Specialists


205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week

“Baby Parrots Raised in a Home for a Home”







Specializing in Macaws, Greys, 



Amazons, and others.



Cages and Food at reasonable prices.







Contact Kaylee at 734-301-0486







www.kayleesparrotplace.com
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An easy and hea[thy alternative
to messy newspaper!

LL e M n Marty & Angie Crawford

248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com







Custom sizes up to 25” x 38” + Square or Rectangle cuts
PayPal plus Shipping available ¢ Priced for 100 sheets
White cover weight paper * Fresh clean cage everyday

Call or email us for your custom size
248.438.6572
littlemancageliners@yahoo.com
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little-man-cage-liners.blogspot.com
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