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UPCOMING MEETING DATES:

OCTOBER 20th  – THIRD SUNDAY

NOVEMBER-  PET EXPO NO MEETING
DECEMBER 22nd  - FOURTH SUNDAY
RAINBOW FEATHERS BIRD CLUB

Who we are and what we are about

· Non Profit club with members throughout the tri-county area, single bird owners, or just thinking of getting a bird, families, breeders, exhibitors, all are welcome.

· Support scholarships for avian vet students

· Yearly Bird Fair

· Club Library for members

· Grooming available

· Avian rescue/relocation programs

· Monthly meetings with programs of interest to members.

· Monthly newsletter

· Periodic Service projects

· Field Trips

· Educational Programs upon request

· Make-it-take-it workshops

· Non-perishable food contributions to local soup kitchens

    And more…….

Come join us and have your feathers preened by other Pet Bird Enthusiasts

Rainbow Feathers Bird Club Elected Officers: President – Dave Carol 734-422-5981


email – sweettweeters@comcast.net
Vice President – Steve Plafchan 734-513-0030


Email – splafchan@twmi.rr.com 

Secretary – Beverly Sholar 313-492-5700

Email –basholar@yahoo.com
Treasurer and Membership Secretary – 
Tammy Carol 734-422-5981


Email – sweettweeters@comcast.net 

Board of Trustees – 
           Stan Johnson 248-746-0520

            Email- mailto:mmisterjay@comcast.net

Mary Perva – 734-207-0489
            Henry Jedrzejek-734-427-3187
            Email – bigduke@comcast.net
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ALL HEALTHY AND CLIPPED BIRDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO ACCOMPANY THEIR HUMAN COMPANIONS TO THE MONTHLY MEETINGS.  WE MEET AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 6443 MERRIMAN ROAD BETWEEN FORD AND WARREN IN GARDEN CITY.  MEETINGS START AT 2:00 PM.

Anyone interested in becoming a member please contact Tammy Carol @ 734-422-5981 or by e-mail sweettweeters@comcast.net 
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Steve Plafchan is now doing the newsletter.  All ads and articles will be due the 1st of the month for publishing in the current month’s newsletter.  Please send all items to him at 11021 Henry Ruff, Livonia, MI 48150 or email them to him at splafchan@twmi.rr.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit articles for the newsletter – this is YOUR newsletter.

Articles and/or pictures copied from other publications must be accompanied with written permission from original publication and author; this needs to be provided to the editor along with the article and/or picture.

Editor reserves the right to approve and/or edit any articles submitted prior to publication.

Ads will be run free for members having a one-time sale (baby birds, etc.).  Those wishing to run ads multiple times or for a business must purchase a business membership.
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· Ask owner’s permission to handle/feed bird(s) and remember to return bird to the owner.
· Wash hands prior/after bird handling.

· When bringing companion birds to club meetings, only bring birds that you have had vet checked and in your possession for at least 30 days.

· Clean up after yourself and your bird(s) before you leave.
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CLUB WELFARE

Please contact Jean Jedrzejek at 734-427-3187 or e-mail her at bigduke@comcast.net if you know of any club member who is in the hospital or has lost a loved one. 
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Monthly snack list

We have decided to stop soliciting for snack volunteers for our meetings and make the format a potluck venue.  The reasoning for this is twofold; there have been very few members signing up for snacks and many members just bring dishes and desserts without signing up.  So from now on our meetings will be a potluck fair, YUM!!  

!!!!!!!!! NEWSLETTER DELIVERY CHANGES!!!!!!!!


Due to our increased costs in printing and delivery of our monthly newsletters we are looking to institute some changes.  What we want to do is start sending our monthly newsletter to all of our members via their e-mail.  The newsletter will be in a Microsoft Word ® format and will be an attachment to an e-mail; it will also be accessible on our web site.  From either of these sources you would be able to print the newsletter or just read it.  This change will enable our rescue to save about $300.00 per month in printing and mailing costs.


Our target for effecting this change is going to be March or April in 2014: however there is a problem, more than half of our members do not have a valid e-mail address on file with Tammy.  We need to have everybody to send Tammy or Steve your name and e-mail address so we can update our list of e-mail address prior to instituting this change.  Send your e-mail address to sweettweeters@comcast.net and splafchan@twmi.rr.com  please remember to keep it updated if you change it.


We know there are some members that don’t have a computer or don’t have an e-mail address; we will continue to send all of you your monthly newsletter via snail mail (US Postal Service) but we need to know who you are.  Please make an effort to notify Tammy that you have to have postal delivery of your monthly newsletter.  If you don’t tell us you have to have postal delivery of the newsletter we will assume e-mail is ok.


Veterinary offices and other special recipients will also continue to receive a printed copy of our monthly newsletter.

DON’T FORGET TO UPDATE!
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Boy is this year flying by here it is October already and fall is in full swing, it seems like a few days ago we were at the Heritage Festival.  The other thing that tells me that we are leaving the summer far behind is all the catalogs we are getting with three holidays in them, Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas nothing like rushing the seasons as if they didn’t go by fast enough.  Soon we will be at the Guardians for Animals Pet Expo for two days and then the Novi Pet Expo at Suburban Collection Showplace for three days so we all better get some rest.  Now at the Guardians for Animals Pet expo we only have a 10 by 10 foot space so it will not be as large and seeing that this our first time doing it we’ll see how it goes.  Whatever happens we will have fun and be a huge hit. Well the Highland Hey Days did not go as planned the morning of the set up it was 37 degrees and much too cold to have the birds out so Steve and I were bird less and that felt weird but thanks to Susan and Charles Dixon we did get some birds when the weather warmed up.  Sunday was even worse with it being chilly so that Captain, Sparky and J.B. spent all their time in the car staying warm. Then it started to rain off and on till one vendor frantically began to tear down about an hour and a half before the end telling me that a whole lot of rain was coming.  So we did the same just as the rain began but before the downpours arrived.  Maybe next year the weather will cooperate but it was set up much nicer and was bigger.  Still we had fun and were still a hit.  So we invite everyone who would like to join us at one of these events to do so you will have fun and that’s what it is all about having fun because it radiates out to the public in attendance.  We always put on a good show at these events and everyone and I do mean everyone has a blast.  That is because we have the best, most dedicated, fun loving and slightly crazy (but in a good way) members in the world.  I’ve said it before and I will say it again YOU GUYS ROCK!!!!!!!

                                 Until Next Time

                                  Your Prez Dave
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       Voice of the Veep
This is usually the newsletter where I recap how many shows, festivals and educational programs we’ve participated in over the past spring and summer.  Unfortunately I was not able to come up with an exact count.  This past year has been our club’s most active by far so the best I was to do was form an estimate.  My estimations are thirty-two, one day, educational shows at schools, libraries and senior centers.  There were six multi-day pet fairs for a total of fourteen days.  This gave me an estimate of about forty-six days spent by members of our club between April and October that were spent supporting our rescue.  To everybody that helped out at an event I say THANK YOU!  To our newer members and others I say you should consider joining us at an event, they are a lot of fun.  Even if you don’t want to bring your companion bird or are hesitant to do so don’t be concerned.  There are always things we need assistance with.  


The Meeting this month has been moved up to the third Sunday October 20th to allow Dave and I to participate in the Guardians for Animals pet expo in Madison Hts.  We have a very small space at this event so we have to be cautious about inviting everyone to join us at this show.  We are also encountering some confusion with the people that are staging this event and aren’t sure if the event on or has been canceled as of this printing.   Please call me (Steve) at 734-513-0030 to ensure there is room for you at our space or if the event is still being staged.  Sadly at this moment we don’t know and haven’t been able to contact anybody to find out.  Hopefully we will know more definitively at the club meeting.


Always check the Upcoming Events tab on our website for the latest information on shows and events that are scheduled.  Everyone; we need valid e-mail addresses for all of our members because we hope to switch to e-mail delivery of our newsletter by March or April of next year.  The newsletter will be in a Microsoft Word ® format.  Anyone who does not have an e-mail or cannot open Word documents or wants to have snail mail delivery (US postal service) you have to let me or Tammy know.  Switching to e-mail delivery will save our rescue/club about $300.00 per month or about $3500.00 per year.  This money will be much better served funding vet and food bills for the rescue.

        Your Veep 

                                              Steve
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Out and About with Pookie
Sometimes you just can’t win for trying to do the right thing.  I’ve been staying home the past few months from all the shows and events that our club and feathered members have been participating in.  While I’ve been home assisting with the acclamation of the newly rescued Grays at our home; especially with the ones that are leading an alternative life style.  What has Steve and the other companion humans in our club been doing: claiming all the glory, taking all the credit, pushing all the feathered members out of the way and under the cage papers.  This will not stand!  After receiving all the reports from my feathered compatriots about the shenanigans our human companions have been engaging in I am not only angry but determined to stop it.

 
Our club has been the top venue at the fairs and festivals and our humans are claiming all the credit and taking all the rewards.  They had absolutely nothing to do with our success and popularity!  Not one single visitor to our booth wanted a souvenir picture with Dave, Steve or any of the human club members sitting on their laps.  They wanted pictures with us; JB, Sparky, Captain Morgan, Finnegan, Phoenix, Boogie, Cracker, Rambo, Chrissie, Whinny, Princess, Angel and Lucy; in short the feathered members.  Well, this travesty is coming to an end right now.  My absence from the shows and festivals is over.  My duties with the rescued birds have been completed and I will be returning to straighten out our wayward human companions.


To Dave and Steve I am issuing a fair warning your lives of boasting and bragging about the wonderful accomplishments at the fairs is over!  No longer will either of you be able claim credit for our cuteness.  Be prepared to once again start hearing things like; she’s so cute, it’s just a baby, I just want to snuggle with her fuzzy little butt and can I take her picture.  Steve believe me when I tell you nobody but nobody, wants to snuggle with your fuzzy butt!  JB and Captain Morgan tried to carry the torch while I was away but simply succumbed to pressures beyond their control.  JB has never been able to say no to a French fry and Capt. Morgan can’t turn his beak away from a cashew but I will be correcting these problems.  Nobody, not one single person, wants a souvenir photo with you Steve so be prepared to be humbled!  The days of boasting and bragging for Steve and Dave are numbered!

                                    Until next month

                                  Chirps and Squawks

                                              Pookie

           Quality by Mother Nature

Original Corn Bean Mix®: Noodles-n-Nuts®
      Rainforest Rice Puddin®: Pollypasta®
                       Kung Fu Yum®
                              For Birds of  all Sizes [image: image6.png]VALUE, Crazy Corn
:f atacost
LESS THAN SEED!





The Industry Pioneer of Quality                                                                                                                                                           Broad Natural Low Fat Nutrition®
All at a Cost Less than Seed
Because Crazy Corn® expands and seed is 60% waste! We’ve made it easy to prevent the most common cause of bird death- malnutrition from a seed diet. Cook ahead monthly, freeze baggies, keep some in the fridge to serve instantly. Superior breeding, lustrous feathering. Self-weans chicks. Shining health. Generous chunky fruits, veggies, whole grains, exciting herbs, pastas, beans, legumes, melon seeds, nuts, and more! Ecstatic birds!                1-800-BIRD YUM

in California (818) 503-4YUM. Fax (818) 765-4895

SPECIAL BREEDER PRICING
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


Yes once again it is time again for those wonderful yearly gems that come so freely at events.  So as long as people keep talking I will keep on writing.
Yes we have done several outdoor events and those crazy comments just keep on a commin’ here are some more gems.
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival

1) WOW! But where are the parrots they said there would be parrots here.

2) These birds are so nice, are they drugged?

3) How do you get the colors so vibrant? Do you paint them? How do you do it?

4) My Blue and Gold is twice HIS size yours is small.

5) Are those fancy pigeons? (Referring to Sparky and J.B.)

6) LOOK!!! It’s the Fruit Loops bird, it’s a Toucan I have never seen one up close. (Didn’t have the heart to tell them that Captain was really a Macaw)
Pet Fest

1) What do you do with them when you’re done here? Where do they go? Back to the zoo?

2) These birds belong back in Africa where they can live free!  (Funny some came from South America)

3) Can you de-squawk the big parrots they would be too noisy for me otherwise.

4) How often do they have to get their shots?

5) A Pigeon with a red tail? (Sorry Sparky)

6) What do you do with them when they die? (Too creepy for me)
Yes that is some more of the crazy things we are asked or really off the wall statements we hear and with two more events I am sure there will be more. Oh boy I can hardly wait!!!! 







                                          



It seems that every now and then a call comes in that would test the patience of a saint and this happened to be one of them.  They got the call about rescuing SOME Zebra Finches and they were asked if they took them seeing they were not Parrots. They told her yes we rescue all cage birds no matter how big, no matter how small we rescue them all (hey great slogan they need cards printed up) sorry got side tracked.  Anyway, they thought some meant five or six but she then told them Eighteen, are you kidding, seriously eighteen of them the Rangers exclaimed and then she added “I don’t know how this happened in eight months”.  Well you see you had two boys and two girls’ two nests and since Zebra Finches breed like mice, the birds did, Oh yeah there might be kids reading we’ll skip the birds and the bees especially the birds for now.  So they went off to wrangle finches.  When they arrived they found two flight cages full of darting, beeping Zebra Finches and they seemed to know something was up and they didn’t like it.  Catching the first one was like shooting fish in a barrel a swoop of the net bagged the two or three to put into the carriers.  You could even catch them with your bare hands but it soon got harder as their numbers went down in the cages and up in the carriers.  The last few seemed to know that they would be caught and did everything a two inch bird could do to not let that happen.  Darting behind stuff in their cages under food and water dishes and just taking advantage of their speed to elude capture.  They didn’t realize they would tire before the Rangers and soon all were caught and on their way to another home.  This home had a giant finch flight that covered one wall and soon all eighteen of them were once free again flying and beeping happily.  Happy endings for all but soon another call would go out and they once again would be on the road rescuing those poor birdies for they are the RESCUE RANGERS!!!!!!!

Stay tuned for our next fantastic adventure Fuzzy but Loveable in Brighton!
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RESCUE   UPDATE
 The adoption side of the rescue saw activity last month.  We found new forever homes for two Cockatiels, two Lovebirds and a Moluccan Cockatoo named Peaches.  He went to his new home with cage, toys and food.

 Again we want to extend our “THANKS” to you, our club members for your generous donations and participation in our monthly raffles.  It is your generosity that makes our rescue the success that it is.  Thank You!
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Odds and ends
· The gifts for our Christmas exchange should have a $5 maximum.  Now’s when the bargains are if you want to start looking around for items.
· Start asking businesses for donations for our raffle tables for the bird fair.  They do not need to be bird related.
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TALES OF BUSTER BROWN
 

 

This is a tale of Buster Brown the Destroyer!!  One Friday afternoon as I was enjoying a great novel, I heard a loud pop and then my electricity in my kitchen went out.  I checked the breakers and was able to get one side of the kitchen to work after I pushed the reset button.  However, the other side did not turn on.  So I ran a cord to the other side for the refrigerator.    At that point I had to call for an electrician.  The next day the electrician came and had to replace the socket with the reset button.  He could not determine what had caused the issue.  So I paid him $116 and sent him on his way.  What had been worrying me was that Buster had gone to his cage the day before and said three times “I’m so sorry”.    So that day I went into the freezer and a bag of peas dripped on my head.  At that point, I knew that the refrigerator had died.  A friend of the family came by and said that the wires had been chewed.  Of course, he thought that it was a mouse, but I knew it was Buster the Destroyer.  I knew it was him because I have swept up some cardboard recently that was on the back of the refrigerator.  I was totally amazed that he had not shocked himself to death.  I was glad that I had a refrigerator in the garage and that my Mother was able to take some of my frozen foods.  The end result was that it cost be about $1,100 dollars for this issue.  But I am grateful that Buster is still alive!!  I only can hope that he goes back to chewing on rugs, baseboards and my shirts.  Oh well, I love him anyway.

 
                                             Linda Brown
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS:

to
NANCY KEENAN                              NOV. 1
RIDGE BOUGENOY                           NOV. 2
SHERYL DEGREGORIO                      NOV. 9

MARY ANN KENNE                           NOV. 9

BOB GRUSZCZYNSKI                        NOV. 12

RICHARD DEKEYSER                        NOV. 13

JONI GRUSZCZYNSKI                       NOV. 13
PATRICK MCCARTHY                      NOV. 13
JOE LYNCH                                     NOV. 13

JACOB PASEK                                  NOV. 17

JANET ONDERCHANIN                     NOV. 19
FRED GORLITZ                                NOV. 20

ARIANA PASEK                                NOV. 25

DORTHY MUELLER                          NOV. 28

KATHY WAGNER                             NOV. 30
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Bits from Baby 

Howdy all my Rainbow Feathered Friends, this is your very tired roving reporter Baby with the latest and greatest club news.

September was one of our busiest months this year. I never had time to unpack my travel home. 

October looks like an easy month so far!!! We only have three programs, one show and one two day event. The programs are a little more spread out than they were last month, the first one we did was Motor City Bird Breeder Fair on October 5th at Madison Place in Madison Heights, the 11th at Glacier Hills Senior Living in Ann Arbor, the 12th for the Buddy Program for Handicapped Children at Grace Church in White Lake, the 15th at Oakmont Manor in Sterling Heights, and then on the 26th and 27th we have the Guardians for Animals Pet Expo in Madison Heights. The club meeting will be on October 20th this month due to the Expo. 

The September meeting had fifty-eight people, fifty-two Members and six guests, 3 people joined our flock. There were nine Cockatoos, eight African Grays, five Macaws and nineteen other types of parrots.  It was a great meeting for both feathered and non-feathered members. We always have good food and great Fellowship at our Meetings.    

 

 

Till next we meet in October at the Meeting, 

                           Your friend Baby,  >< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< >< ><>< >< >< 
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Ramblings from

Rambo
Well my fellow feathered friends; it certainly was a busy summer for all of us.  We had all those fairs, educational events, bird shows, and other things we did. With all the work and entertaining I did it was lots of fun. I’m really looking forward to the Pet Expo in November. I’m sure glad Michael is doing these things with me.  I’m still learning to wear that leash, without going crazy.  

Talking about the summer, it was one big party.  We all ate, and played, and danced.  Man that Cockatoo can really move.  Daddy said we should teach all of you to do “The Time Warp”.  This is a very simple little dance.  Then Michael said, “If your people already know this one, they must be as weird as I am.” You should see some of Michael’s antics; talk about weird. 

My beak has grown out a bit. Now it is a little crooked.  At our last meeting, daddy asked Cara to trim it.  I would not cooperate for her.  So he said, “I won’t get your wings trimmed today.”   Dr Cook will fix it.  There is a little tiny crack on the front of my lower beak.  When I scratch my chest, sometimes a little feather gets caught in it. When I look up it gets pulled out.  That hurts. 

Since my wings need trimming, I haven’t been in my back yard for a while. It’s fun watching that old squirrel play out there.  I just remembered.  The last time I was outside, that old squirrel came up on the deck real close to Daddy, and me.  Then he jumped up on our chair.  He started chewing and tearing up the cushion.  He really chewed and dug at it. When I squawked at him, he just looked up at me.  Then he went back to work on it.  After getting a big mouth full, he jumped down, and ran up the tree. I’m glad our people have a nice warm house for us.  We really have things good.

The other day, I was watching TV with Michael.  There was this show on the parrots of Nicaragua. There were these flocks of big green parrots flying off to find food and water.  They landed along this place where all the other animals were drinking.  Some of these parrots were nibbling at the mud.  I guess they get their vitamins, and minerals that way.  

Daddy has been busy working on some play stands.  He asked mommy to buy him some Big tools.  She didn’t say ‘Yes’, but she didn’t say ‘No’ either. So along with taking me places, he is staying busy.  I’m all for him making things for you, and things for me. He is working on several projects right now.

He told me that now he has a little money to buy the materials to start these.  He might have one, or two completed, by time you get this issue of Bird Droppings.

Michael said he skipped going to a concert so he could do this for us.  I really appreciate him doing this.   However, he does deserve some play time without me, or mommy.  I certainly do keep him occupied.  I want to be with him all the time.  Of course, I want lots of attention.  I let him know that I want food, or water.  He has to type with one hand to do this.

Out by my house, or on the play stand, I will call him and say “Hungry, Hungry.”  I sure do eat a lot.  Ah, but in his room, I grab his ear, this is how I tell him.  I also grab his ear if I he’s on the phone, or has not scratched my head in a while.  Well, I’ll tell you more next time.  As always, Have Fun, Be Good, and remember 
Macaws Rule.
Rambo.
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       Upcoming Events

Oct. 15th       Senior Educational Show

                    Oakmont Manor

                     41255 Pond View Dr.

                  Sterling Heights, MI 48314

                     1:00PM Set-up

                     2:00PM Show

Oct. 26th            Guardians for Animals

Oct. 27th                 Pet Expo

                              Madison Place

                      876 Horace Brown Drive

                   Madison Heights, MI  48071

                    Sat 10:00 AM to 5:00PM

                  Sun 11:00 AM to 4:00PM

 Our monthly meeting will have to be moved 

        to the 20th of October for this event.

Nov. 3rd    Senior Educational Show

              Waldenwoods at Twelve Oaks

                    27495 Huron Circle  

                    Novi, MI 48377

                     2:00PM Set-up

                     3:00PM Show

PET EXPO
Nov.15th              Noon to 8pm

Nov.16th              10am to 8pm

Nov.17th              11am to 5pm

            Suburban Collection Showplace

                     46100 Grand River

                       Novi, MI 48374

We will be setting up on Thursday Nov. 14th most likely around 9:00 am.  Please remember no birds will be allowed through the front door.

Nov.23rd   Senior Educational Show

                 Sunrise West Bloomfield

                      7005 Pontiac Trail

               West Bloomfield, MI 48323

                          Noon set-up

                        1:00 PM Show

      *****2014*****

Yes we truly have booked a show for 2014
April 22nd    Library Educational Show

    2014         Novi Public Library

                45255 W. 10 Mile Road

                     Novi, MI 48375

                      6:00 PM set-up

                      7:00PM Show
****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE****


There has been some confusion from the loyal readers of Bird Droppings as to which events they are allowed to bring their own bird(s) to.  As a point of reference and for future information please we want everyone to be aware that when you see the line:

 ***Our Club Has a Booth at This Event***

following or “Educational Show” preceding an event listing it means we are attending the event in an official capacity representing our club and rescue.  At these events all club members are welcomed to bring their feathered companions with them.  Also please note that our space is very limited at some of these events but don’t let this stop you from joining us, we will find a way for you and your birdie buddy to fit in and enjoy the fun.

****NOTE*****NOTE*****NOTE****

*CANCELATION CONFUSION *
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    Avast ye Mates
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It's herel ZuPreem Natural Premium Daily Bird Food has
more of the whole grains, vegetables and fruit both you and
your bird are looking for. You will love that ZuPreem
Natural offers complete nutrition in every bite. Available in

four nugget sizes. ZuPreem is recommended by veterinarians
and fed by top breeders. Made in the USA.

FORTIFIED WITH
VITAMINS & MINERALS

Be the first to try the NEW ZuPreem Natural Premium Daily Bird Food!

Visit your local Pet Specialty store or check out ZuPreem com/nhew for more information

®/™ are marks registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Premium Nutritional Products, Inc. All rights reserved. © 2011
Premium Nutritional Products





       CAPTAINS 
       CORNER

Well our last outdoor outing was to say the least a bust.  It was the Highland Hey Days and I have to say I was a bit miffed at Mother Nature.  Stella (only her good friends can use her first name) promised me that the weather would be perfect and even though she was taking the Planetary Cruise (6 planets in 7 days) she made sure all would go smoothly.  Well it did not go smoothly at all Saturday the first day of the Hey Days it was 38 degrees on the morning of the set-up and I couldn’t even go I would have froze my tail feathers off.  The Sunday the second day it was cold then rainy basically miserable and I stayed in my moving accommodations until my other pet human took me home.  What a crummy two days that was but at least my pet human cares enough about me to keep me well.  So when Stella got back I asked her, what happened?  She did some digging and just as I suspected those dirty smelly and very sneaky Ground Hogs messed with her plans for those two days they changed the parameters so we would get frozen out and then had to pack up early because of rain heading our way.  I tell you Stella (Mother Nature) was so angry she could have changed them into Naked Mole Rats but she didn’t.  You see they have their time on the second of February also known as Ground Hog Day so predict all you want, do or don’t see your shadow, it won’t matter either way you’ll be wrong because you don’t mess with Stella, I mean Mother Nature!!!!

                                                  Cheers

                                           Captain Morgan
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Five methods for converting your bird to a healthier diet.

                           By ZuPreem Staff

For years, companion birds have been fed a diet comprised primarily of seeds.  However, new research shows a diet with a high percentage of seeds does not provide even the minimum nutrient levels your bird requires.  Because seeds are not consistent in nutrient levels, many seeds are deficient in calcium and have excess levels of fat.  A diet high in seeds may lead to obesity and other nutritionally related diseases.  Avian nutritionists recommend a diet like ZuPreem® Avian Maintenance™ should make up at least 85 percent of an adult Bird’s meal.  If your bird currently eats primarily seeds, you may want to consider switching to a diet that ensures the proper consumption of nutrients and will promote a healthier longer life for your bird.

Which method is best for you and your bird?

There are many methods for converting your bird to a new diet, and your avian veterinarian can help you decide which method may work best for you and your bird.

1. Interval feeding

For 20-30 minutes three times a day, offer 50% seeds along with 50% new diet in the same bowl.  The bowl should only be 1/4 full using this method. Remove all uneaten food from the cage after each feeding and check to see how much of the old and the new diet the bird is eating.  If the bird is eating some of the new diet, reduce the amount of seed and increase the amount of the new diet at each feeding until you are feeding only the new diet.  This method assures your bird will not starve, but should still be hungry enough to begin experimenting with the new food.  This process may take several days or several weeks, depending on your bird.

2.Ten-day gradual method

Over a 10-day period, fill the food dish 1/4 full several times a day maintaining the following proportions of the old and the new diet.

3. Remove seeds until later in the day

Starting at bedtime, remove all seeds. In the morning, put fresh portions of the new diet in the cup. Leave the new diet in the cage until mid- to late afternoon.  Then feed the bird’s previous diet for the rest of the day.  Repeat this process for several days or until the bird is consuming the new diet. Then offer only the new diet at all feedings.

4. Back and forth method

Starting at night, remove all food from the cage. In the morning, put the new diet in the food cup. Let the bird experiment with the new food, perhaps sampling one or two nuggets. Then after an hour, remove the nuggets and feed the old diet. Repeat the process throughout the day—new food for an hour, then the old diet.  During the next 4-5 days, repeat the process but lengthen the time the new diet is in the cage, before offering the old diet. During the following week, keep extending the time the new diet is in the food cup, until you eliminate the old diet altogether.  

5.Total new diet

In the wild, birds often do not have options. They eat seeds one season, fruits the next, consuming what is available.  Many authorities believe that 
some birds are able to make an abrupt transition because they recognize the new unfamiliar shapes as food and adapt relatively easily.  Great care should be taken to confirm that your bird is eating enough of the new diet to maintain weight.

Day                        Old Diet               New Diet

Day 1                      90%                          10%   
Day 2                      80%                          20%

Day 3                      70%                          30%

Day 4                       60%                         40%

Day 5                       50%                         50%

Day 6                       40%                         60%

Day 7                       30%                         70%

Day 8                       20%                         80%

Day 9                       10%                         90%

Day 10                     00%                        100%

This article reprinted with permission from Zupreem®
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NORTH BRANCH ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Frederick B. Shulak, D.V.M.

17630 Twelve Mile Road * Southfield, MI 48076

248-557-7773

ROOSE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Kevin Roose, D.V.M. * Karen Knight, D.V.M.

509 W. Ann Arbor Trail * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-451-2870

SPECIALTY PET SUPPLIES, INC.

1449 W. Ann Arbor Road * Plymouth, MI 48170

734-453-6930

Fax:  734-453-7127

M-F 10-7:30 * Sat 10-6 * Sun 12-4

WARREN WOODS VETERINARY HOSPITAL

29157 Schoenherr * Warren, MI 48314

586-751-3350

OAKLAND VETERINARY EMERGENCY GROUP

1400 Telegraph Rd * Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302

248-334-6877

     Free discount card                                    Open 7-Days          available to club members       Ask about our birdie day spa treatment

DISCOUNT PET & SUPPLIES

Specializing in Exotic Birds & Cages

1623 Middlebelt Rd. Livonia, MI 48154

734-513-6060

http://www.discountpetandsupplies.com/
SOUTHGATE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Keith Cook, D.V.M. * Elieen Cook, D.V.M.

13697 Dix-Toledo Rd* Southgate, MI 48195

734-284-9122

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

24360 Novi Road * Novi, MI 48375

248-348-1788

265 E. 2nd St. * Rochester, MI 48307

248-651-1788

Both Locations are open 24 hours a Day

7 Days a Week

www.theanimalemergencycenter.com

	MUGSHOTS and MOUSE PADS
Species specific coffee mugs, mouse pads and other parrot

paraphernalia
                         Cheryl Hitter

                          734-422-2804
             *Put your pet’s picture on a mug or mouse pad*
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    MURALS

    AND OTHER

 CREATIONS                 

 BY MARY KAY PERVA
        734-207-0489

                        [image: image15.wmf]
	UV LIGHTING, HEATERS, VITIMINS AND OTHER SUPPLIES for your BIRDS, FISH and REPTILES

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
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zoomed.com


Veterinary Care Specialists

205 Rowe Road

Milford, MI 48380

248-684-0468

Open 24 Hours A Day 7 Days A Week
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